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The
Castalla Castle
Heritage Site

1 Castalla Castle

2  Villa de Castalla (Ancient 
medieval village)

 • The cistern and its   
   connected structures 

 • Ermita de la Sang chapel

 • Assorted structures

 • Main gate

 • First and second line of  
   walls

3  Likely site of the lower 
ward

4  Likely site of the Fossar 
Vell necropolis

5  Traditionally cultivated 
strips and terraces

6  Dipòsit Vell archaeological 
site

7  Stations of the Cross (Vias 
Crucis)

8  Likely site of the Battles of 
Castalla

9  Water tank (1928)

10 Water tank (1960)

Tangible Cultural Heritage

•  Moors and Christians festivals

•  Holy Week

•  Hand-ringing of the María bell (though currently rung mecha-
nically, there is no technical reason why it cannot be rung by 
hand once again)

Intangible Cultural Heritage

•  Flora: 224 species belonging to 59 different families of plants

•  Fauna: 37 species of vertebrates

Natural Heritage
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Hello and welcome to the Castalla Castle Herita-
ge Site, a major cultural and natural landmark for 
you to discover with the help of our tourist trails.  

This guide explores just one facet of the site’s 
great heritage, one which can be found across 
the entire hillside but which has, due to a lack 
of knowledge until relatively recently, remained 
largely invisible to the untrained eye: its natural 
heritage. 

Now, in addition to the castle and the remnants 
of the ancient medieval village, visitors can also 
discover plants such as the white-leaved rockrose, 
which is of great use in infusions for settling the 
stomach, and poleo de roca, a species of german-
der which is popularly used for treating rheuma-
tic complaints. And don’t forget the local wildlife, 
with amphibians in the shape of the common 
midwife toad, reptiles like the Iberian wall lizard, 
mammals that include the red fox, and birds such 
as the common kestrel. So much to see!

To ensure full enjoyment of this important natu-
ral heritage site, we ask you to help preserve it by 
keeping to the signposted paths, placing all waste 
in the bins provided, and not damaging any of the 
plants or animals you come across. Thank you!
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Servei Municipal de Patrimoni Cultural de Castalla
Passeig Antiga Bassa de la Vila, 23  ·  03420 Castalla / Alacant
Tels.: (+34) 965 560 028
 (+34) 687 776 249

patrimonicultural@castalla.org

www.areapaccastalla.wordpress.com

      @CastallaCHP

      http://www.facebook.com/SMPatrimoniCulturalCastalla

Tourist Info Castalla
Pl. Major, 3  ·  03420 Castalla / Alacant
Tels.: (+34) 966 561 018
 (+34) 687 797 483
Fax: (+34) 966 561 018

castalla@touristinfo.net

www.turismocastalla.com

      @turismocastalla

      http://es-la.facebook.com/castallaturismo

CONTACT:
7
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The Castalla Castle Heritage Site refers to a 

Site of cultural (both tangible and intangible) and 

natural assets on the Castalla Castle hillside; 

assets with shared historical, environmental and 

patrimonial values. 

Until relatively recently, however, little was known 

about these assets, as they have traditionally been 

overshadowed by the castle – a castle which is 

well known, perfectly preserved and nicely set up 

for visitors. Unlike the other cultural and natural 

assets which make up the heritage Site.

Fortunately, this situation began to change in 

2009, when management was broadened from a 

focus on the castle to embrace all of the cultural 

and natural heritage that graces the hillside. All of 

this work has been carried out – and is still being 

The Castalla Castle
Heritage Site
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carried out today – within the framework of the Castalla Castle 

Heritage Site Social Regeneration Project created by the Castalla 

Town Council and implemented by the Council Department for 

Cultural Heritage through its Servei Municipal de Patrimoni Cultural 

(Municipal Service for Cultural Heritage). 

The project is being executed in close cooperation with other 

council departments, such as those for Urban Maintenance, 

the Environment and Tourism, and with centres for science and 

learning such as the University of Alicante and the University of 

Valencia. 

While there is still much left to do, the work is already producing in-

teresting results. From a project focused exclusively on the castle, 

it has broadened into a project that is unique within its kind in the 

province of Alicante, one that combines history, culture and the 

environment, and which promises huge potential for development. 

Between us, we can make it happen. Will you help us? 

11 12
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Distribution: Present in south-western Europe 

and northern Morocco. Found throughout much 

of the northern half of the Iberian Peninsula but, 

south of this, almost exclusively in the Region 

of Valencia.  

Status: Native. Special interest. On Spain’s Na-

tional Register of Endangered Species. 

Abundance: Rare.

Ecology: The only species of amphibian to have 

been observed on the castle hillside. Can live 

in coastal and mountain areas so long as there 

are permanent pockets of water – as there are 

on the north-western slopes – to support their 

lengthy larval state.

Threats: The common midwife toad is mostly 

at threat from the disappearance of ponds, pools 

and watering holes, and from the pollution and 

transformation of its habitat.

Name: Common midwife toad.  
Scientific name: Alytes obstetricans.

Description: A small and squat toad with a large head, stubby nose, 

prominent eyes with vertical pupils, and small warts on its skin. It lives 

on land and is nocturnal. The males begin their mating call in late winter 

and then carry the eggs until they are ready to hatch – hence the name 

of “midwife toad”. Also unlike other species of amphibians, the young of 

the common midwife toad remain as tadpoles for over a year and can 

grow up to 8cm long. As adults, they feed on flies, spiders, worms, slugs, 

centipedes, moths, beetles and other small arthropods.

15
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Faunareptiles

Iberian wall lizards feed on a wide range of small 

invertebrates (ants, flies, etc.). They can also be 

cannibalistic, devouring young and tasty-looking 

specimens of their own species.  

Distribution: Iberian Peninsula and North 

Africa. Practically found throughout the entire 

Region of Valencia.

Status: Native. Special interest. On Spain’s Na-

tional Register of Endangered Species.

Abundance: Common.

Ecology: Found on rocks, stony areas and walls 

throughout the Castalla hillside. Can also live on 

the ground, in low-growing scrub. 

Threats: Not currently endangered, though this 

situation is beginning to change and the lizards’ 

future may be complicated by the disappearance 

of traditional stone walling and hedgerows, the 

loss of traditional agriculture and the prolifera-

tion of predators such as domestic cats.

Name: Iberian wall lizard.  
Scientific name: Podarcis hispanica.

Description: Small, svelte lizard (though males are larger than females) 

with a relatively flat head. Colours and dorsal markings range from dark 

brown or greenish ochre to bright green. Black markings may appear, in 

greater or lesser contrast with the background skin colour. Young Iberian 

wall lizards are of similar colour and markings but often have a green 

or blue tail. The lizard’s tail performs important functions, acting as a 

rudder and a support for balance and serving to store fat. A lost tail 

can be re-grown but will never develop to the same size as the original. 

16
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Name: Red fox. 
Scientific name: Vulpes vulpes.

Description: Characterised by its long bushy tail, large ears and 

pointed snout. Varied social organisation, from solitary foxes to pairs 

or small family groups. Active nocturnally, though can be spotted in 

daylight. Red foxes are carnivores that exploit various sources of food, 

depending on local supply and the time of year. They are well known 

for being wily, silent and sly – qualities which have helped them survive 

constant attacks and persecution. In the wild, when they kill more than 

they can eat at one sitting they will bury the excess food in hiding places. 

They also eat fruit, playing an important role in 

the dissemination of seeds.

Distribution: Their original distribution covers 

North Africa, practically the whole of Europe, 

Asia and North America. In Spain, they are found 

throughout the Peninsula, and across the whole 

of the Region of Valencia.

Status: Native. Not protected.

Abundance: Common.

Ecology: Can appear and find resources in 

practically all environments, both natural and 

manmade. In Castalla, they have been observed 

on the northern and eastern slopes.

Threats: Thanks to its reproductive abilities 

and huge adaptability, this species abounds 

throughout the Region of Valencia, despite 

intense persecution in an effort to control its 

numbers – fundamentally for hunting purposes.

17
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Faunamamals

Name: Red squirrel. 
Scientific name: Sciurus vulgaris.

Description: Red squirrels are highly social animals that easily accept 

the presence of humans, making it common to see them in parks and 

gardens. Their fur is darker in winter and they have long, thick ear-tufts 

which are shed in summer. Their bushy tail provides support and helps 

with balance as they move among the trees. Red squirrels eat dried 

fruit and seeds – particularly the seeds of the Aleppo pine, which they 

peel with great skill, taking just 3 minutes to completely clean out a 

cone, and eating an average of about 125 cones a day. Their diet also 

features autumn fruits, mushrooms and the like. 

They bury food for eating in times of scarcity and 

will sometimes lose or forget about a seed which 

will then sprout, leading them to be dubbed the 

“planter of trees”. 

Distribution: Found in the wooded areas of 

Europe and the Iberian Peninsula. Interestingly, 

in the Region of Valencia, the red squirrel was 

believed extinct in the districts of Alicante in the 

1980s but its presence was once again recorded 

in around 2005.

Status: Native. Protected. Annex II of the Valen-

cian Register of Endangered Animal Species.

Abundance: Common.

Ecology: On the Castalla hillsides, this wood-

land creature is found in the pine forest on the 

eastern slope and among the larger pine trees 

on the main way up to the castle.

Threats: The destruction of habitats and the 

use of insecticides on pine trees.

18
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Name: Common kestrel. 
Scientific name: Falco tinnunculus.

Description: Diurnal bird of prey about the size of a pigeon. Its head is 

short and rounded, and its beak is also short, though perfectly suitable 

for tearing the flesh of its prey. The back of the common kestrel is light 

brown with flecks of black. Its legs are yellow and its talons designed to 

capture prey. The top of the male’s tail is slate blue, as is its head, while 

the female’s tail and head are a reddish brown. The diet of the common 

kestrel is based on small mammals such as rats and mice, insects, 

lizards and small birds. Their hunting technique is to perch at strate-

gic locations from which they launch into flight, 

though they also have the characteristic ability to 

hover 20 or 30 metres above the ground before 

diving to catch their prey.

Distribution: Present in Eurasia and practically 

the whole of Spain, which also receives Europe-

an specimens that have flown south for winter.

Status: Native. Special interest. On Spain’s Na-

tional Register of Endangered Species.

Abundance: Common.

Ecology: Lives in a wide variety of habitats, par-

ticularly humanised landscapes and even urban 

areas. Individuals have been observed perched 

on the Palau area of the castle and hunting on 

the eastern slope.

Threats: Humans altering its habitats and food, 

and destroying its nesting sites. The common 

kestrel is also highly prone to electrocution.

19
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Faunabirds

Name: Goldfinch. 
Scientific name: Carduelis carduelis.

Description: A very common bird with colourful plumage. Adult 

goldfinches have a red face, which extends beyond the eye in males 

but not in females, black eyes and a whitish beak, with a body of 

warm brown. But it is their yellow-and-black wings which make them 

unmistakable, particularly in flight. Their tail is black with white markings 

on the tip. Goldfinches eat mostly seeds, which they extract from thistles 

and other plants with their strong beak. And it is from this speciality 

that the goldfinch gets its scientific name: from Carduus, the Latin 

for a genus of thistles. These birds are highly 

prized for their song, which is melodic and most 

pleasing to the ear.

Distribution: Throughout Spain.

Status: Native. Special interest. On Spain’s 

National Register of Endangered Species.

Abundance: Common.

Ecology: Lives in open woodlands, farmland, 

orchards, parks and gardens. Can be seen on 

the Castalla hillside all year round, though in 

greatest numbers in the winter, on the cultivated 

land on the northern and western slopes, and on 

the way up to the castle.

Threats: Not endangered, though often captu-

red and caged for its bright plumage and varied 

song.

20
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Name: Coal tit. 
Scientific name: Periparus ater.

Description: A little smaller than a sparrow, with a greyish back and 

blue legs. Its basic diet is comprised of insects, including beetles, flies 

and maggots, caterpillars, spiders and the like, plus seeds from thistles 

and other plants. Males and females are not easily distinguishable at 

first sight. Coal tits are strong and acrobatic in flight, and they flutter 

agilely among the undergrowth thanks to their small size. They will also 

perch on the ground or alongside puddles in search of small insects. 

Their song is rather frequent, making them easier to detect.

21

Distribution: Widely spread across the Iberian 

Peninsula, coal tits have become one of the most 

typical woodland species.

Status: Native. Special interest. On Spain’s Na-

tional Register of Endangered Species.

Abundance: Common.

Ecology: This sedentary species can be obser-

ved on the Castalla hillsides all year round. Soli-

tary individuals can be seen in the pinewoods on 

the eastern slope and on the way up to the main 

gate of the castle, though it is more common to 

see these birds in small groups, particularly out-

side of the breeding season.

Threats: Unlike other woodland species, the 

coat tit has notably benefited from the artificial 

extension of the Aleppo pine forests.
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Flora

Name: White-leaved rockrose. 
Scientific name: Cistus albidus.

Family: Cistaceae.

Description: Tree of whitish aspect, with ascending branches and 

entire, elliptic, flat, grayish leaves on both sides. Flowers, pink, large and 

showy, are born in the same point of the stem and placed, sometimes 

up in the number of 4, in the top of the branches.

Flowering season: April-July.

Distribution: Central-western Mediterranean.

Status: Native.

22

Abundance: Common.

Ecology: Typical element of the Mediterranean 

scrubland. Can be found within an incipient 

scrubland area which is colonising a series of 

abandoned farmland terraces on the northern 

slope, alongside other common shrubs such as 

varieties of gorse (Ulex parviflorus) and broom 

(Genista scorpius), Teucrium homotrichum, 

Sideritis tragoriganum subsp. tragoriganum, 

rosemary (Rosmarinus oficinalis) and thyme 

(Thymus vulgaris subsp. vulgaris).

Properties: Used in infusions for stomach 

complaints such as indigestion, excess acid and 

loss of appetite, to relieve inflammation of the 

testicles and to wash wounds, open sores and 

ulcers. In times of need, its leaves were dried 

and finely chopped as a substitute for tobacco. 

The leaves have also been used as scourers, 

especially for cleaning and preserving paella 

pans.
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Name: Goldmoss stonecrop, biting stonecrop. 
Scientific name: Sedum acre.

Family: Crassulaceae.

Description: Dense and smooth light green plant with upright or ho-

rizontal stems which can grow up to 30cm long. Its short, fleshy leaves 

are ovate and tightly packed, while its flowers are a deep yellow with 

pointed petals. 

Flowering season: June-August.

Distribution: Eurasia.

Status: Native.

23 Abundance: Common.

Ecology: Forms part of the grassy tussocks 

which abound on rocky ledges throughout the 

hillside. It is usually found alongside other spe-

cies of the same family, all of which are charac-

terised by their meaty leaves, which they use to 

store water to enable them to survive periods of 

shortage.

Properties: In its fresh state, this plant is toxic 

and an irritant, though when consumed it has a 

spicy taste and acts as a purgative. It can also 

cause skin rashes when applied externally. Not 

recommended for internal use due to its toxicity.
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Flora

Name: Man orchid. 
Scientific name: Aceras anthropophorum.

Family: Orchidaceae.

Description: Orchid which usually grows to between 20 and 35cm 

high, with 7 to 10 leaves. It produces up to 40 flowers on a densely 

packed spike. The greenish-yellow flowers are edged with a thin 

reddish line and resemble a suspended torso and limbs beneath a 

large helmet – leading this orchid to be dubbed “the hanged man” in 

Spanish. The Latin name Aceras means “without spur”, in reference 

to the lack of a spur (a generally conical and somewhat pointed pro-

24

tuberance) on the flowers of this genus.

Flowering season: March-May.

Distribution: Mediterranean.

Status: Native. Listed as UNDER WATCH in 

Annex III of the Region of Valencia’s Register of 

Protected Plants (2009).

Abundance: Very rare.

Ecology: Grows on chalky soils in sunny and 

open spaces, in meadowlands dominated by 

the perennial grass (Brachypodium retusum). 

Covering the ground and protecting it from 

erosion, Brachypodium retusum can be found 

among the low-growing scrub in pinewoods, 

along the edges of some terraces and even 

clothing slopes of a certain gradient. Such 

vegetation is also home to another orchid, the 

dark bee-orchid (Ophrys fusca), which can be 

highly abundant in localised areas.
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Name: Dwarf snapdragons. 
Scientific name: Chaenorhinum crassifolium subsp. crassifolium.

Family: Scrophulariaceae.

Description: Perennial plant that grows up to 20cm high, with egg-

shaped leaves and many stalks. Its flowers grow in loose clusters and 

are a pale pink colour. 

Flowering season: April-July.

Distribution: Spanish Levant.

Status: Native.

Abundance: Very common.

25

Ecology: Grows on ledges and in cracks and 

fissures in rock. Can be found throughout the 

hillside and on the way up to the castle. This 

plant has specialised in living in very thin soils, 

having adapted to colonise the existing small 

hollows and cracks in the rock from which it gets 

the water and nutrients it needs to survive.
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Flora

Name: Poleo de roca. 
Scientific name: Teucrium thymifolium.

Family: Lamiaceae.

Description: Flowering plant with narrow greyish and white leaves 

(typically less than 5mm wide). Flowers are white and pink and densely 

packed. 

Flowering season: May-July.

Distribution: Spanish Levant.

Status: Native.

Abundance: Abundant.

26

Ecology: Typical plant of rocky areas. Can be 

found all over the hillside, taking advantage of 

any cracks and fissures in the rock.

Properties: Popularly used to treat rheumatic 

complaints and as a diuretic to break down cal-

culi and kidney stones. Also used in washes as 

an anti-inflammatory and to promote the healing 

of wounds, sores and haemorrhoids.
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Name: Mediterranean buckthorn. 
Scientific name: Rhamnus alaternus.

Family: Rhamnaceae.

Description: Green shrub with twisted branches and oval, ribbed and 

alternate leaves. Grows up to 4 metres high. Its modest flowers are a 

greenish yellow and its fleshy fruit is reddish, darkening to black as it 

ripens. The Mediterranean buckthorn is highly resistant to drought.

Flowering season: March-May.

Distribution: Mediterranean.

Status: Native.

27

Abundance: Common.

Ecology: This species grows on dry soil in a 

number of different environments across the 

Castalla hillside, lining paths, edging fields and 

populating small fissures and ledges.

Properties: Bark from the trunk is used in 

infusions to treat hypertension. It is also used 

for respiratory ailments such as catarrh and 

pneumonia, as a laxative and purgative, and to 

stimulate the circulation. The wood of the Me-

diterranean buckthorn is heavy, hard and highly 

homogenous, making it good for turning and fur-

niture making, although its odour is unpleasant. 

Its fruits are highly prized by woodland birds.



...
an

 In
tro

du
ct

io
n 

to
 o

ur
 N

at
ur

al
 H

er
ita

ge
 

19

Flora

Name: Lampwick plant. 
Scientific name: Phlomis lychnitis.

Family: Lamiaceae.

Description: Grey-coloured shrub with upright woolly stems. Can grow 

up to 65cm high. The glandless stems are covered in flattened hairs 

while the leaves, which are also velvety grey, are simple or almost simple 

and the flowers are brightly coloured. 

Flowering season: March-July.

Distribution: Western Mediterranean.

Status: Native.

28

Abundance: Abundant.

Ecology: Found along the edges of paths and 

fields, on grasslands, rocky ledges and forming 

part of the scrub.

Properties: Used to combat inflammation of 

the kidney and treat calculi and kidney stones. 

Aids urination, improves intestinal inflammation, 

alleviates stomach acidity, stops diarrhoea and 

eases colitis. Its name refers to the fact that for 

a very long time this shrub was used to make 

wicks for oil lamps.
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20 Flora

Name: Sweet scabius. 
Scientific name: Scabiosa atropurpurea.

Family: Dipsacaceae.

Description: Biennial plant, taking two years to complete its biological 

cycle. Grows up to 1 metre high, with a branching stem and opposite 

leaves. Its flowers are pink or lilac. 

Flowering season: January-December.

Distribution: Mediterranean-Macaronesia.

Status: Native.

Abundance: Abundant.

29

Ecology: Found in fields and nitrogen-rich 

grasslands, along pathways and in disturbed 

sites. Highly abundant throughout the Castalla 

hillside.

Properties: Used in ornamental gardening. Its 

scientific name derives from the Latin scabiosus, 

meaning “scabby” or “mangy”, with some peo-

ple believing it could cure scabies, while others 

claim this name simply refers to the roughness 

of the plant’s apparel. Atropurpurea, meanwhile, 

means “of a dark purple colour.”
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By: JAMR.   P. 5.

13 Moors and Christians festivals. Sant Jaume’s 
Day (25th July 2012). By: Frederic Josep Cerdà i 
Bordera.   P. 5.

14 Battles of Castalla battlefield (13th April 1813). 
Source: Cartography of the Spanish War of 
Independence (in Spanish). http://bvpb.mcu.es/
cartografia/es/micrositios/inicio.cmd.   P. 5.

15 Common midwife toad (Alytes obstetricans). By: 
DLT.  P. 6.

16 Iberian wall lizard (Podarcis hispanica). By: DLT. 
P. 7.
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28 Lampwick plant (Phlomis lychnitis). By: DLT. 
P. 19.

29 Sweet scabious (Scabiosa atropurpurea). By: 
DLT.   P. 20.

30 Aerial view of the Castalla Castle Heritage 
Site. By: Andrés Ruiz Sánchez.  P. 23.

31 House sparrow (Passer domesticus). 
Souncer: http://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/File:Teulad%C3%AD_a_l’Oceanogràfic_
P1140231.JPG.  P. 23.

32 European goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis). By: CP.   
P. 24.

33 Grape hyacinth (Muscari neglectum). By: DLT. 
Inside back cover.

34 Dark bee-orchid (Ophrys fusca). By: DLT. Inside 
back cover. 

35 Clavel de campo 
(Dianthus broteri subsp.
valentinus). By: DLT. 
Inside back cover.
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